
LOVELY DAY CREATIVE ARTS CONTEST 
 

The purpose of this contest is to expose youth in our area to the beauty of 
the music of native son, Bill Withers. Bill Withers was a Grammy winner as 
well as an inductee in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and the West Virginia 
Music Hall of Fame. His music was inspired by his life and upbringing here 
in the mountains of Southern West Virginia, and now his music can inspire 
young people to express themselves artistically about what they hear and 
gain from his music. 
 

CATEGORIES: 
Art (Elementary, Middle School): Visual (paintings, drawings, photography, sculpting, 
crafting) 
Festival sticker design: (High school level) 
Literature (middle school level): Essays, poetry, song lyrics 
 

AGE GROUPS: 
Elementary: 1st – 2nd grade and 3rd- 5th grade 
Middle School: 6th – 8th grade; High School (9th-12th) – sticker category 
The contest is open to youth in Raleigh County. There will be winners in 1st, 
2nd & 3rd place in each category and age group. The winners will be 
announced prior to the Bill Withers Memorial Festival held in Beckley on 
June 27th, 2026. Winners will receive their prizes during the festival. 
 

*Entries should be submitted as images via email to 
trish.morgan@beckley.gov or teachers can submit a group of entries to the 
City Manager’s Office (401 S. Kanawha St) by June 3, 2026. Winning 
entries will be displayed during the Bill Withers Memorial Festival at the 
Beckley Intermodal Gateway on Saturday, June 27 – also prize distribution 
and photos.  
 

JUDGING: Judging for this contest will consist of local artists and writers. Scoring will 
be based on a 10-point system with (1) lowest score and (10) highest. Awards: Ribbons 
+​ 1st to 2nd grade 1st place $50, 2nd place $25, 3rd place – $10 gift card 

3rd to 5th grade: 1st place $50, 2nd place $25, 3rd place – $10 gift card 
6th to 8th grade: 1st place $50, 2nd place $25, 3rd place – $10 gift card 
9th – 12th grade – festival sticker: 1st place $50, 2nd place $25; 3rd place - $10 gift 

card 
 

INSPIRATION: A few of Bill Withers songs include Lovely Day, Lean On Me, 
Grandma’s Hands, Just the Two of Us, Railroad Man. Participants can listen to other 



songs of his as well for inspiration. His music can be found anywhere on all platforms, 
including YouTube, Spotify and iTunes. Review Bill’s biography for more ideas.  
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS/DETAILS: 
ART: (open to Elementary and Middle School levels) 

●​ All paintings must be on 8x10, 11x14, or 16x20 inch canvas. 
●​ All drawings must be no larger than 16x20 inch paper. 
●​ Photographs may be in color or B&W. Up to three images may be submitted 

(printed and in protective covering) 
●​ A sculpture must not be more than 14 inches tall and 12 inches wide. 
●​ Crafts should be no more and 12 by 14 inches in their finished state. 

 
STICKER: (open to High School level) – image that can be produced on a festival 
sticker 
 
LITERATURE: (Middle School level) 

●​ Essays should be no longer than 400 words 
●​ Poetry (1 or 2 poems may be submitted) 
●​ Song lyrics 
 

*All entries should be submitted as images via email to 
trish.morgan@beckley.gov by June 3, 2026. Teachers may submit a group 
of entries by delivering them to the City Manager’s Office at 401 S. 
Kanawha Street. Entries will be judged by residents who are qualified for 
the categories. Winning entries will be announced prior to the Bill Withers 
Memorial Festival, and the winning entries will be displayed during the Bill 
Withers Memorial Festival at the Beckley Intermodal Gateway on Saturday, 
June 27, for presentation and prize distribution. (Watch for more details about 
the event.) 


